
 

VS6: Update on the UK-SPF and VCFSE sector 

 

In May this year, the VS6 Partnership held an event with the VCFSE sector to 

explore and make the case for the VCFSE sector in the UK-Shared Prosperity Fund 

planning for the Liverpool City Region. This event was attended by representatives 

from the Combined Authority who presented their initial plans for developing a Local 

Investment Plan for the City Region and answered questions from VCFSE 

attendees. 

 

Draft LCR VCFSE Investment Framework 

Following on from the Combined Authority presentation, VS6 Partners presented the 

work undertaken so far to prepare for the UK-SPF and particularly to advocate for 

the VCFSE sector’s role in planning, delivery and raising concerns around the ESF 

funding cliff edge. As part of this work, VS6 presented a draft framework for VCFSE 

UK-SPF delivery, highlighting 10 priority VCFSE investment areas aligned with UK-

SPF priorities and theme. The framework was developed through the cross-

referencing of the LCR VCFSE Manifesto and the Combined Authority Corporate 

plan, in particular identifying key strategic priorities within both documents and the 

UK-SPF Prospectus to determine the possibilities for VCFSE delivery. 

 

The draft framework then was shared with our Combined Authority colleagues for 

inclusion within the drafting of the UK-SPF Local Investment Plan, showcasing the 

strong position of the VCFSE sector to deliver positive outcomes for the City Region 

and our communities. 

 
 

Advocating for the VCFSE Sector 

Throughout June 2022, the VS6 Partnership have continued to pro-actively advocate 

for the VCFSE sector within the Combined Authority UK-SPF planning and to 

generate continued opportunities to connect the sector into this work. 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dbd9d4554374e25938375ad/t/6290a3112f71d4723a24809a/1653646099093/VS6+SPF+Slide+Deck+for+distribution.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dbd9d4554374e25938375ad/t/6290a3112f71d4723a24809a/1653646099093/VS6+SPF+Slide+Deck+for+distribution.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dbd9d4554374e25938375ad/t/607851109f3fba5df9b25fab/1618497834261/LCR+VCFSE+Manifesto+-+Final.pdf


 

At a Combined Authority level, VS6 successfully pushed for equitable representation 

for the VCFSE sector on the Local Partnership Group. Dr Ellen Loudon, VS6 

Independent Chair, was originally identified by the Combined Authority as 

representative for the VCFSE sector however we were able to secure positions for 

CVS leads from each borough on the group, ensuring a place-based focus. Currently 

this group has met on two occasions and includes membership from a variety of 

public and private sector organisations including Local Authorities, Chambers of 

Commerce, Universities, Liverpool LEP, Housing, Trade Unions, DWP and many 

more. 

 

ESF cliff-edge 

VS6 partners have been bringing together ESF funded VCFSE organisations and 

projects to understand more about the impact of the funding cliff edge and 

coordinate a plan to mitigate this risk. The cliff edge relates to gap between the end 

of ESF funding and the beginning of UK-SPF and Multiply funding, which will leave 

some projects without vital funds to continue their work. VS6 Partners are working 

with the Combined Authority to resolve this situation in the best possible way within 

the confines of the UK-SPF allocations for the City Region. 

 

Place-based work 

More locally, CVS’s are taking the case for the VCFSE and UK-SPF to all 6 Local 

Authorities to lobby for a representative amount of funding for the VCFSE sector 

within place-based discussions.  With local authorities likely to receive and 

coordinate UK-SPF allocations within each borough, efforts are currently being 

focused on influencing here to ensure that funding aligns with local needs. 

 

Challenges 

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund has been a priority area for VS6 since it was first 

announced and is a key priority within the LCR VCFSE Manifesto. Despite our 

preparedness to lobby for VCFSE in advance, the tight timescales between the 

actual launch of the fund and deadline for submissions alongside reduced funding 

allocation (compared to ESF) and competing priorities has put limitations on what the 

Combined Authority has been able to plan for, and what VS6 has been able to 

influence for the VCFSE sector. 

 

LCR Combined Authority Investment Plan 

A draft Investment Plan for the Liverpool City Region has been developed by the 

Combined Authority and breaks down proposed investment to each of the UK-SPF 

themes and intervention areas. It provides detailed allocations including “Supporting 

the voluntary and community sector, including digital and financial inclusion” under 

the Communities and Place priority area.  

 

The Combined Authority plan to have the plan approved late July, with submission to 

Government on 1st August. If this plan is accepted, the next stage will be to develop 

an implementation plan for the City Region. Whilst VS6 will still work to influence at a 

City Region level, CVSs will continue to work with local authorities to represent the 

VCFSE sector within all priority areas of the Investment Plan. 



 

VS6 will continue to update the VCFSE sector through our website, social media and 

through our Partners, and inform of any further opportunities that become available 

to influence UK-SPF planning. Please do keep an eye out for future updates. 

 


